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in Europe') do not show a majority in favour of the
National Socialists. It would, however, be a mistake
to give these figures too much weight. The sur-
render of Hitler's political opponents, the quick
successes obtained by National Socialist methods,
were not due only to the political ineptitude of the
parties of the opposition, or even to the gangster
tactics adopted by Hitler and his entourage. Hitler's
methods were well known long'before he obtained
power. His blank hostility to all forms of constitu-
tional government and political liberty was also
well known.
The active or passive acquiescence of vast num-
bers of Germans in National Socialism, the easy
submission of all save a small and brave minority,
are facts of deep historical significance. An attempt
to explain these facts by talk about the 'docility' of
the German people is at best only half an expla-
nation, and at worst tautology. The Germans
acquiesced in National Socialism because they
could understand it. They could understand it
because its appeal was typically and thoroughly
German. They could understand it the more be-
cause it was expressed to them in crude and violent
language, and embodied in a group of crude and
violent men who represented, in an extravagant
way, qualities of temper and a mental outlook
firmly rooted in the German nation. This point
has not been readily understood in Great Britain
and the United States. Among the English-speaking
nations Hitler and Goring have been recognized
easily as pathological types, displaying their abnor-
mality in every act, word, and gesture of their lives.
To Germans Hitler is a heaven-born hero, and